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The Actantial Model in the Novels of Badria Al-Shihi: “AlTawaf”, “Phyzia 17,
and “Karma Altheab”.

Abstract:

This research is concerned with studying Badria Al-Shihi's novels, including:
“Crossing Embers”, (AlTawaf Haithu Aljamr), “Physics (1)” (Phyzia 1), and
“Karma of the Wolf: Physics (2)” (Karma Altheab: Phyzia 2) using a semiotic
narrative approach, specifically Greimas's actantial model. The research arguments
seek to explore the organized narrative program of the story in these works. | will
start from a prominent question that will be tested in the analysis of these three
works; that is, whether Badriyah Al-Shahy's novels are organized according to a
symmetrical narrative program, despite a decade separating each novel from the
others among these three novels. This implies that the author writes within an
organized literary project, addressing issues that attract attention one after another
through her narrative experience. Greimas's actantial model of narrative is
considered one of the most significant achievements in semiotic narrative analysis.
It views narrative structures as a sequence of states and transformations, organized
in relationships and directed towards goals. Each element represents a product of
the narrative's signification Therefore, | will employ this narrative theory to
analyze the mentioned novels. | will explore the organized relationships among
characters and themes, in shaping the narrative program, in addition to other
components of narrative composition.

Keywords: Narrative semiotics, Actantial model, narrative discourse.
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